
Action Items:

•Working Party Nomination – Eric Smith has provisionally been nominated on the Signage Working 
Party. Details of the Working Party will be discussed at the next meeting.
•Draft Hunter Expressway Signage Plan – Group to give consideration to Ken Saxby’s presentation and 
the wording and location of the draft signage plan. Ken Saxby has agreed to reconvene with the group 
later in June.
•Cessnock City Council – Councilors represented at meeting are encouraged to feedback information 
on meeting to council senior management, particularly in relation to a lack of CCC executive 
participation.
•The Agenda items that were not covered off in the meeting will be carried over to the next meeting as 
identified and agreed.
•If you did not receive a copy of the RTA maps with signs at the meeting please contact Karlene 
(karlene@winecountry.com.au) and we will post you out a copy. (The file size is too large to email!)
•Next Meeting: Wednesday 29th June , 3:00pm – 5:00pm at Drayton’s Family Wines

Hunter Business Leaders Forum

Tuesday 31st May – Emma’s Cottage Vineyard
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Improve the civic design of 
the CBD and town.

-- Link Expressway 		
	 improvements to CBD.
-- Upgrade Lang Street.
-- Propose a street tree plan.

Plan for 24 hour 
emergencies services 
complex.

-- Police, Fire, Ambulance, 	
	 SES, etc.

Arrange a second annual 
major town festival.

-- Focus on town birthday 	
	 in October.
-- Link with expressway 		

	 opening in December 2013.

Promote a low energy 
community.

-- Encourage sustainability.
-- Require energy saving 		

	 street lighting.Preserve the country town 
atmosphere balanced with 
new development.

-- Encourage CBD and Lang 	
	 Street houses repainting.
-- Propose a character plan 	

	 for town.

(Source: Google Maps)
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CONSTRAINTS                                            OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

 

 

 

The central commercial district can make use of the natural views and vistas due to its 
prime topographic position providing views to the North.  

 

 

 

Space for the integration of the share path with proposed nature walk by the Natural  
Environment group. This will promote sustainability and a reduced need for vehicles. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS  
During the strategic planning exercise a number of constraints and opportunities were 
identified. The goal was to turn physical, social and economic constraints into                
opportunities which could be expanded upon and turned into goals for the strategic    
direction of Kurri Kurri.  The constraints and opportunities of the Kurri Kurri commercial 
core and the Hunter Economic Zone are highlighted with corresponding colours in        
figures 4 and 5.  

HUNTER ECONOMIC ZONE 
 

CONSTRAINTS                                            OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to the vast size of the HEZ area there is sufficient space to allow for a business park 
and bulky goods area.  

 

Opportunity for rezoning in order to facilitate increased economic activity in Kurri while 
integrating the business and industrial sectors in order to create a strong economic      
expansion to the town.  

Figure 4: Commercial core 

Figure 5: Hunter Economic Zone 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OTHER OPPORTUNITIES 

Promotion of the HEZ as a specialised 
precinct with a supporting role for 
business enterprise in Kurri.  

There are possible negative            
implications of diverting business 
from the commercial centre. 

Integration of a direct HEZ link,     
making the area more accessible and 
emphasising support role of business. 

Kurri Kurri is restricted in terms of its 
regional role due to proximity to 
Maitland and Cessnock.  

Wide streets allow places for         
redevelopment which will improve  
business, connectivity  and the 
streetscape.  

Existing streetscape is dominated by 
parking and is unnecessarily wide 
with inconsistent landscaping and 
connectivity.  

Creation of an attractive                  
environment, implementing sound 
urban design principles.  

Current streetscape of commercial 
centre does not encourage          
community interaction, reducing its 
capacity for business.  

Introduction of a new, workable 
strategy that will encourage a        
diversity of shops within the town 
centre.  

There is a limited diversity in       
business with no workable economic 
strategy.  

Introduction of shop-top housing to 
diversify housing and promote a 
mixed use centre.  

Lack of variety in housing stock and 
lack of integration of commercial 
and residential dwellings.  

 

 

Interchange Maps

Kurri Kurri Interchange 

Using the Kurri Kurri interchange:  
 

• Traffic from both sides of the expressway can use the 
interchange to travel west to Branxton or east to Newcastle.  

 

• Traffic travelling westbound (to Branxton) can continue on 
Hunter Expressway, with the interchange above it. Westbound 
traffic can also access: 
o Kurri Kurri by using the off ramp to access Main Road. 
o Heddon Greta and Maitland by using the interchange to 

access Main Road.   
 

• Traffic travelling eastbound (to Newcastle) can continue on 
Hunter Expressway, with the interchange above it. Eastbound 
traffic can also access:  

o Kurri Kurri by using the interchange to access Main Road.  
o Heddon Greta and Maitland by using the off ramp to 

access Main Road.   
 

• Traffic on Main Road can continue in a northerly or southerly 
direction using the interchange, with the expressway underneath 
them.  
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Capitalize on the Hunter 
expressway.

-- Improve signs from the 		
	 expressway.
-- Reinforce accessibility for 		

	 industry.
-- Recognize rural town.
-- Plan for commuter carpark.

Encourage a major 
energy creating 
recycling complex.

Encourage a diversity 
of development and 
employment generators.

Integrate the management 
of business and community 
development.

-- Encourage a peak 		
	 organization with members 	
	 of Chamber, Towns with 	
	 Heart, Tidy Towns & other 	
	 Service Clubs.

Establish a regional 
hospital to service 
Cessnock, Kurri Kurri and 
Singleton.

-- Expressway improves 		
	 access.
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precinct with a supporting role for 
business enterprise in Kurri.  
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implications of diverting business 
from the commercial centre. 

Integration of a direct HEZ link,     
making the area more accessible and 
emphasising support role of business. 
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streetscape.  
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environment, implementing sound 
urban design principles.  
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capacity for business.  
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strategy that will encourage a        
diversity of shops within the town 
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There is a limited diversity in       
business with no workable economic 
strategy.  

Introduction of shop-top housing to 
diversify housing and promote a 
mixed use centre.  

Lack of variety in housing stock and 
lack of integration of commercial 
and residential dwellings.  

Constraints
Geographical Constraints

Opportunities
Public Participation

Public participation may be defined as involving the public within the decision-making process, and in doing so 
having influence, sharing or having an element of control in the decisions being made (Zehner and Marshall 2007, 
p.248). There is a large opportunity to involve the Kurri Kurri community in the decision making process.The impacts 
of limited public participation were evident in the rally made by the residents and Mine Workers of Kurri Kurri for the 
preservation of the Kurri Kurri District Hospital (Williams, K 23 Jan 2009 ‘Hands off Kurri Kurri Hospital’ SMH). 

The Council must ensure that the community is well educated on the need for any new residential proposals.The 
community must be given comprehensive and concise information on the reasoning and necessity for Kurri Kurri’s 
development. This would ultimately require greater research into the current and projected statistics and 
demographics of Kurri Kurri.

Figure 2a: Dense Bushland limits the extent that Greenfield 
development can occur. There is the Werakata National Park further 
northwest of Weston, the Aberdare State Forest to the southwest and 
the Heaton and Awaba State Forests to the south and southeast. Google 
Maps 2010 (http://maps.google.com.au/maps?hl=en&tab=wl) [viewed 15 May 

2010]. 

	
  

Figure 2c: Further, as can be seen from the Cessnock City Council 
Bushfire Prone Areas Map, Kurri Kurri is surrounded by bushfire prone 
land. If new residential areas were developed within these areas, they 
would consequently be vulnerable to bushfires. Cessnock LEP 1989, 
Cessnock City Council.

	
  

	
  

According to Robert Zehner and Nancy Marshall, planning is about working to ensure an equitable, accessible, 
nurturing and improved quality of life for all those in the area. (Zehner & Marshall 2007, p 247). The community has to 
understand the challenges that face planners. It is often very difficult for planners to identify one single, unitary 
‘public’ for whom to plan. Instead the ‘public’ may be seen as ‘a constantly changing group of affiliates and alliances 

that group and regroup according to projects and processes’ (Marshall & Roberts 1997, p. 9).

	
  

If misinformation can be transformed into appropriate education via community consultation and participation, the 
residents of Kurri Kurri, who have been identified as being extremely passionate about their town, will be able to work 
together with all parties involved to create a residential environment which will be appreciated by not only the current 

residents but also by those who will be new to the town. 

Figure 2f: Community participation in the Decision Making Process
(http://interesting2008times.wordpress.com/)

Caitlin Adcock. Clare Burke. Rachel Hodge
Laura Schmahmann. Sohini Sen. Alex Stathakis

Figure 2e: Community Involment in the Decision Making 
Process (www.migcom.com/management)

Figure 2b: Kurri Kurri is positioned within a floodplain. A 
number of tributaries extend from the Hunter River, the 
closest to Kurri Kurri being Swamp Creek. The 
unpredictability of these water systems indicates that 
development may prove to be difficult.  Water resources 2009, 
Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts(http://
www.anra.gov.au/topics/water/overview/nsw/swma-hunter-river-
unregulated.html) [viewed 15 May 2010]

Figure 2d: A number of heritage items exist within Kurri 
Kurri. While no legal provisions are made to protect these 
items, it is recommended that these are preserved. There 
are also a number of mining shacks that have been well 
maintained which are items for consideration. Cessnock LEP 
1989, Cessnock City Council
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(Source: Cessnock LEP 2009 - Sheets LZN-012 & LZN-013)
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EMERGENCY SERVICES COMPLEX 
KURRI KURRI & DISTRICT CHAMBER 2030 COMMITTEE
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Using the Kurri Kurri interchange:  
 

• Traffic from both sides of the expressway can use the 
interchange to travel west to Branxton or east to Newcastle.  

 

• Traffic travelling westbound (to Branxton) can continue on 
Hunter Expressway, with the interchange above it. Westbound 
traffic can also access: 
o Kurri Kurri by using the off ramp to access Main Road. 
o Heddon Greta and Maitland by using the interchange to 

access Main Road.   
 

• Traffic travelling eastbound (to Newcastle) can continue on 
Hunter Expressway, with the interchange above it. Eastbound 
traffic can also access:  

o Kurri Kurri by using the interchange to access Main Road.  
o Heddon Greta and Maitland by using the off ramp to 
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• Traffic on Main Road can continue in a northerly or southerly 
direction using the interchange, with the expressway underneath 
them.  

H
U

N
TER

   EX
P

R
ESSW

A
Y

Ambulance
-- Accommodation
-- Vehicle garage
-- Land Estimate: 1000m²

Volunteer Rescue Association
-- Vehicle garage
-- Land Estimate: 500m²

Urban Fire Brigade
-- Accommodation
-- Vehicle Garage
-- Land Estimate: 2000m²

Police
-- Highway Patrol
-- Vehicle compound
-- Land Estimate: 5000m²

State Emergency Services
-- Vehicle garage
-- Land Estimate: 500m²

Possible Locations

RTA - Expressway emergency.
-- Helipad
-- Hazmat
-- Land Estimate: 5000m²

Rural Fire Service
-- Vehicle Garage
-- Land Estimate: 1000m²

Integrated Communications 
Complex.

-- Land Estimate: 500m²

(Source: Google Maps)
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